
Sw雪漢書and and Witnesham grouped Parish Counci漢

Cle「k: Alison Burrows

Ema臣塾旦畦㊥swi蛙唖　Phone: 07719 176917

Annual General Meetina

Wedne如ay 21st May 2025 at Witnesham Vi○○age世I! 7…30 p,m重

Minutes
Present: Paui Sharples (Chair), Richard Nicoi, Je「「y Hindle, Chris Co冊ngs,

Andy Dungey, Kim Shaw, Susan Ross and 2 members ofthe pub=c.

36’To elect a Chai「 - Paul Sharples was proposed to continue as Chair by

Jerry HindIe and seconded by Richa「d NichoI. ResoIved.

Chair opened the meetjng and we!comed 2 membe「s ofthe pub=c.

37. To receive CounciItors Declarations of Interest。

Councii○or �Minuteno。 �Natu「eofinterest 

SusanRoss �与1 �日○○ding 

Je「ryHindle �与1 �円○○d血g 

Richa「dNicoI �47 �Expensereimbu「Sement 

PaulSharpies �47 �Expensereimbursement 

38。 To receive apologies from CounciIl○○s not a糠ending - aPOIogies

received from counci‖ors Faye副is′ David Roots, Tim Bu「「ows and T「acey

HardyI Cle「k A=son Burrows! ESC冊Dan Clery and SCC旧Elaine Bryce did

not attend.

Susan Ross took minutes ofthe meeting on beh描Ofthe Cle「k,

Chair advised that formai 「esignation had been received f「om Tracey

Hardy,

39葛To elect a Vice-Cha雪営- Andy Dungey was proposed as Vice-Chair by

Richard NicoI and seconded by Jerry HindIe, ResoIved.

40"To app「ove M盲nutes f「om the meeting he!d on 19th March 2025置

訓ag「eed and signed by the Chair. ResoIved,

41t Questions or comments on Rep〇億S f「om SCCi漢音馴aine Bryce & ESC

CCIIr Dan Clery - 「ePOrtS had not been received in advance of the

meeting; SubsequentIy Dan Clery’s report was received 20th May and

Ci「CuIated,
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42. To appoint commi境ee members and councii看or roles:

Susan Ross led the PC through the Committees and current 「esponsib冊jes

Which were agreed with the fo=owing addittons:

・ Paul Sharp!es tojoin the PIanning Committee

. Richard Nicol tojoin the V冊age Ha= Management Committee

・ Community Partnerships to be assigned on an ad hoc basis

43, To amend P漢anniれg Commi境ee ro看e to inciude a= Parish Council Land

Matte「s - PrOPOSed by Jerry Hindle　　　　　　　’

A proposal by Jer「y Hindle to extend the 「emit of the PIan両ng Comm駈ee

to include訓P「OPerty matterS e,g. Way!eaves, land 「egist「y activities

WaS agreed and seconded by Andy Dungey, ResoIved,

Jerry Hindle to update the Terms of Reference and CIe「k to ci「culate to

the Parish Counc帖

44, Ånnual policy reviews

I・ Review the Council’s Standing Orde「s

II“ Review Financial Regulations

In the absence ofthe Clerk, these items were not 「eviewed, but it was

COnfirmed that the Parish Council w冊continue to fo=ow standard

PraCtices" The 「eview was deferred until the next Pa「ish Council meeting.

45. To agree meeting dates 2025-26:

. Wednesday 16th山Iy 2025

●　Wednesday 17th september 2025

・ Wednesday 19th Novembe「 2025

・ Wednesday 21St Janua「y 2026

・ Wednesday 18th March 2026

●　Wednesday 22nd Ap「iI 2026 Annual Parish Meeting

●　Wednesday 20th May 2026 Annual General Meeting

The above dates we「e ag「eed with January 2026 meeting date of 21St

COnfirmed.

46" The cu「「ent financial situation - Cle細k′s report

a - tO aPPrOVe the Annua! Governance Statement 2024-2025

b - tO aPP「OVe the Annual Accounts statement 2024-2025

These items were deferred untiI the next Parish Council meeting as the

audito「′s report had not been received,

47。 To approve the folIowing payments (including VAT if app漢icab寒e);

Re「 � �am°un亡 

a �SuffoIk.CIoud �壬330,00 

b �WitneshamV紺aqeH訓hire �王90,00 
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C �HMRC∈mpIoye「cont「ibutionsQ4 �主114.80 

d �AdminABu「「OWS �左4与9.80 

e �Bankcha「留esMa「Ch25 �王ら,00 

f �SALCpayro看ifeeto31/03/2025 �王与4,00 

● �SALCmembershiDSubscription �王439.与6 

h �APMrefreshments(RNicol) �主21,4与 

I �APMrefreshmentsfPSharDles)Wine �王之与.05 

j �NewsclueStMediaGrouppu胡CnOtice �重与07,84 

k �¶●eeF「og �左1440.00 

i �AdminABADr25 �皇4与9,80 

m �HMRCMonthlemDIoyerscontributions �左138.44 

n �VWEwaterb川FebtoApr=2025 �王18.20 

o �BankChargesApri12025 �王6.00 

Clerk to confi「m whethe「 the public notice costs (for UK Power Network

Changes) can be recIaimed,

Approval p「oposed by Susan Ross, SeCOnded by Andy Dungey, Who signed

bank statement to evidence baiance, unChanged from last month, aS the

bank book is with the auditors.

48"To app○○ve and adopt a modified 2025-2026 budget。

Richard NicoI p「oposed approvaI ofthe 2025-6 budget which was

unchanged f「om the version p「eviously discussed. This was seconded by

Jerry Hindle, ResoIved.

49置Witnesham Fiowers - PrOPOSal by Je「ry HindIe on beh描Of Mike

Masters and other residents.

Jerry Hindle updated that the specific idea of pIants opposite the Bariey

Mow has been dropped for this year but ied a discussion on the general

appearance ofthe v帥ages and the need for paths to be cieared,

OVerhanging branches to be cut back etc, CIerk to pu「sue wjth SCC

Highways what help is availabIe and add to the next meeting′s agenda,

The Health and Safety issue arising from 「educed visib冊y at the end of

Church Lane′ WitneshamI WaS raised. This is caused by overgrown hedges

at the two end properties, CIerk to progress with contacting the prope「ty

OWnerS aS it is their responsib冊y to maintain their hedges, C!erk to 「aise

With SCC Highways if no p「ogress is made with the p「operty owners,

Clerk to chase UK Power Networks for sta「t date of works at Lower

「ecreation ground as this wi旧nciude removaI of some overgrown

Shrubbery,

50。CIL Funding - PrOPOSai by Andy Dungey

Andy Dungey summarised the key points of the paper circulated ahead of

the meetingI including the community survey results′ a Summa「y Of which

W紺be posted on the Parish Council′s website.

It was noted that there had been no objections raised in the survey, just

One COmment regarding congestion and parking in the vicinity.
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It was agreed that the strawman p「oposal for a bu囲ing on the PIaying

Field should move to a feasib冊y stage with fu「the「 expIoration, Ou輔ne

COStS etC, SO that the availab帥ty of grants can be investigated, Concerns

Were raised regarding the potentia看dedicated use of parts of the bu=ding

by the Pre-SChooI as this would limit flexib冊y in the use of the building.

It was agreed that other options should continue to be explored in

Par訓el, aS the bu=ding and maintenance costs ofa new bu咽ing may be

PrOhibitive,

The PC reiterated support fo「 the P「e-SChooi and Susan Ross′ On behalf of

the Playing Field Management Committee, W帥seek to ascertain the latest

POSition regarding SCC discussions, OPtions being expIored in 「espect of

repair or replacement premises and whethe「 any specific support from the

PC with SCC would be helpful.

51t FI○○ding Adviso営y Commi憤ee (FÅC) update

Jerry Hindle 「eferenced the FAC’s response to SCC’s Section 19 「eport that

had been circuIated and exp「essed disappointment at the quick and brief

response indicating that SCC are not prepared to meet no「 nominate an

O緬ce「 to wo「k with the PC.

PC ag「eed that the FAC should 「eve正to SCC’s E冊e Co!eby (nee Beec「oft),

COPying SCC町田aine Bryce and Amanda Mays stressing the urgency of

SOme Of the actions and reite「ating the PC’s 「equest fo「 thei「 active

SuPPOrt,

It was noted that a strategic soiution is urgentiy required to reduce the

amount of surface water flowing from Mow H紺to Giles Way through

na「「OW Pipewo「k, Jer「y Hindie confi「med that initial discussions had been

heid with the landowner ofthe catchment a「ea be10W the ‘dam’in the Gu=

and a quote is being sought.

A PC action was noted to esta輔sh a ‘Community Eme「gency Plan’and

Susan Ross w冊fo=ow up and report at the next meeting,

52. Parish Counci! Matte「s:

●　Gov,UK emaiI add「esses

A看I counc紺OrS Who have not yet switched to thei「 new ema= account

Were aSked to do so by the next meeting, Andy Dungey and Paul

Sharples offered assistance, if required,

'　Wa「memorial

Cle「k to chase as repair is overdue暮

●　BusSheIters

Richard Nicoi commended his SCC contact for 「egular

COmmunication, Organisation and early delivery of the 3 bus

SheIters,

●　Newwebsite
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Jerry Hindle asked whether the Witnesham public rights of way map

COuid be added to the website, Andy Dungey advised that minimal

Changes w掴be made to the currentwebsite until the new one is

C「eated and conten亡ref「eshed〇

・ PIaying Fietd 」ease / Freehold

An update to be p「OVided by Tim Bu「「ows a=he next meeting。

53・Council○o「 issues to be brought to the a耽ention df the Pa「ish

Council

. Jerry Hindle updated that, fo=0Wing a successfuI referendum, the

Westerfield Neighbou「hood Plan had been ratified by East Suffolk

CounciI〃 This is a positive step in opposing the p「oposed quarry

development in Westerfieid, Indications are that a pIanning
app=cation w帥be submitted in 6-8 weeks, afte「 which a public

meeting w掴be c訓ed and the PC w帥construct a response, Pu輔c

funding w紺be requested from the ‘Stop the Quarry’campaign to

fight the proposal,

. Richard Nicol noted that another cabIe run is being excavated near

the Fynn Va=ey golf course fo「 East Anglia 3 wind farm,

. Susan Ross que「ied the status ofthe insurance ciaim fo「 the Vi=age

Hal川OOr' Ch「is Co=ings to seek information from Tracey Hardy and

revert,

Meeting cIosed at 9,10pm


